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CAMP ACTIVITIES.

~ When this particular figure of $1,247,512 was put in the bud
last September, it was done without consulting us, by the (“111(tgret
ment division. They gave this figure as the amount n('ml:*l (f?n-'
rhq Con.\'tru.ct]:on of post exchanges in the new camps and f(()r -01
pairs to existing post exchanges in camps and Regular Army )lete-
Subsequently, it was decided to transfer that particular ex )lo h1:&
ture to another appropriation, namely, to barracks and (;1‘111';’:*(‘1-
When I made representations to the Secretary of \\':nflh:l( ]\\('e hlfi
been passed by in making up the estimates, it was arranged that a_
could come in under this $1,247,512 item, except that :t,h(‘ cal twe
ment division wanted $150,000 of it. The estimate of Ql-:’:}‘l (())(1)10
was not our figure in the first place, and the amount we are ash
for this coming year is $1,500,200. 2
Mr. Gorpox. In addition to this amount?
Mr. Fospick. Noj; that is the total. Tt is about $200,000 more t}
th(i original figure. ’ i
would like to outline something of the work that , i
sion is doing, so that you can see jllfstoltmtxlwl'(w\(‘l 0:11\9 t(}.m.t tihQ by
e ) , are going to use this
. I represented the War Department down on the Mexican border
m 1916 as special agent of the Secretary of War in 10(‘)ki1‘10 u tl(l31
conditions around army camps. I suppose some of you oentlem g
familiar with conditions that existed there at that tin?é O gn -
were scattered from Brownsville over to the Gulf of éfllif:)lll' oy
sometimes in the neighborhood of towns and somotimes‘(ouf ogl%h_
mesquite. There was not a camp that did not have its 1‘é(1-li0h$
district. Of course it was not officially run, but it was generally in
the town near-by. Drunkenness amoﬁg the’ troops w(f{s Verr T -"‘ Ym
lent, and conditions were thoroughly bad. We h‘l(l o ']tne\a‘-
dlllﬂvl‘lly high rate of of venereal disease down thGI:C et
3 t\?‘11\161(1 fth‘e{v\\‘m' bl'i)ke nutlin April, 1917, the President and the Sec
stary o ar made up their minds that e i hiokil
llzu{).llgp?'ted in 1916 \\'lon- not g()illi_)‘ t[(l)l :ilt\lt“:;: ((<():]1(119](tt];1(])]11\ \‘\\'iltllll(/l’clhzE
mobilization of the new army: and we were especially instructe
% 5 ! . ally instructed to
:(():litl(l)szttilntt) .lll"llegrnf.tlyj. restrictive action possible should be taken
s l):(;(fittl\l\tli]())r:\(xlll.stixl mnn;‘ctmln with the soldiers in uniform:
Therefore one of ()ln')nmi:: f(l)lnlftt]l(;:]l: “Im\]\ i g o
R et . ons—I would not call it the princi-
%izfltign(u:(?;r lllsh)B;;\]Ii)ltf) see t‘()'lf that red-light districts :'null pros-
from men in lltnifz)l'llll: :n(n.(ld}ri'?t“telp)t l(-mt. O.f Sxistence; > kept Wy
ti?n 12 of the military draft 'lotuf(;;'\l;i(%:ll;;l()(]r] t(hongl'less lf?u;'spd. Setc‘
soldiers in. Uniform: is rioidlv antornds Q. & Jao:Sae 0f quor-v0
responsibilities, an:l lwel ]lizll(\l'p skll(llfﬁi*il( . b](; e it
cies in that work; that is, the Department. the law-enforcing agen-
i s s the Department of Justice, the local police
e pons ihid (‘)\tltl’llndglen(l\ that could be brought in to enforce
kSl bv(':lus‘e s\'(}lll(l-ﬁ(:“i I :lm? ])()llntl to say, rather extraor-
most part, from the local O'O;ve;' ad splendid cooperation, for the
districts have been closed aro lllm}ents s s o (o
light district near any mitlit.u.n.( .tw SN o et SN
present time, and the j)l'()%tit{;tl" (I:d“')p i iged e
oy o ot es have been chased out of town and
elormatories, and you can see the result of the
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thing in the constantly decreasing rate of venereal disease in the
Army.

Our allies abroad. and also Germany and Austria, have been having
a terrible time with venereal diseases. I read some official statistics
the other day from Austria to the effect that since the war began
the equivalent of 60 divisions of men have been rendered ineffective
at some time or other with venereal disease: that is to say, 1,500,000.
That means just this, that those men in the hospitals behind the lines
were being protected by men who kept themselves clean and who
were fighting in the trenches.

We felt from the beginning that inasmuch as this war was going to
be won by man power we could not afford to lose a single man
throungh any cause that modern police science could successfully
grapple with, so that we have stressed this thing, and as I say, we
have had considerable success in making the necessity of the thing
vivid around the country.

Mr. Kamx. May I ask you a question right in that connection?

Mr. Fosprck. Certainly.

Mr. Kamx. I understand that where the camps are in the neighbor-
hood of large cities the danger is not so much from the inhabitants
of the red-light district as it is from the semiprostitute, the girl who
works, probably, in some shop, and then visits the camp in the even-
ing surreptitiously and has intercourse with the men. She is fre-
quently diseased and gives the disease to the men. T understand that
that is the real danger near the large cities. Have you grappled
with that subject?

Mr. Fosprck. We have tried to, sir. You are quite right in your
supposition. Up in Plattsburg, for example, at the officers’ reserve
training camp, we found that venereal disease was coming not from
the prostitutes, but from the type known in military camps as the
flapper—that is, the young girls who were not prostitutes, but who
probably would be to-morrow, and who were diseased and promis-
cuous. Of course, that was an exceedingly difficult thing to get at;
but in order to do so, we formed a committee that we called, for lack
of a better name, a committee on protective work for girls, and I
secured Miss Maud Miner, of New York, as chairman. She has had
broad experience in this kind of work, and after a pretty thorough
study of the way they were getting at it in England, we adopted the
English system—that is, a system of women protective officers in the
neighborhood of the camps.

The ordinary copper can not successfully deal with these girls.
They are not prostitutes. They are well known around town, but he
can not send them home, whereas a woman protective officer can, and
we have been stimulating, through this committee, the appointment
of women protective officers in the neighborhood of the military
camps in the United States, and we have about 65 of those officers
now. In most cases they are paid by the municipality, in some cases
by the State governments, and there are two or three in each camp.
They patrol the environment of the camp—that is, the woods near-by
or the streets in the town. They know the girls, for the most part,
because it is only the exceptional case where we have a very large
city in the neighborhood of the camp, for instance, Louisville and
New York City, and three or four women patrolling the streets can




